Informational Hearing of the 
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

“Breast Cancer and the Environment”
Wednesday, February 20, 2002

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

State Capitol, California Room 4203

AGENDA

I. Opening Remarks and Introductions
Senator Deborah Ortiz, Chair

Other members present

II. Breast Cancer:  The Impact on Women’s Lives
· Andrea Martin -- Ms. Martin, a two-time survivor of breast cancer, is the founder of The Breast Cancer Fund, and served as the organization’s Executive Director until September 2001.  She will discuss how her experiences living with breast cancer led her to found The Breast Cancer Fund.

· Carmen Ortiz, PhD -- Dr. Ortiz, a 13-year survivor of breast cancer, has served as the Director of Círculo de Vida, a Spanish-language support program in San Francisco for Latinas diagnosed with cancer.  In partnership with the Northern California Cancer Center, Dr. Ortiz completed a five-city project to increase the number of Spanish-language support groups for Latina cancer patients.  In partnership with the Margaret Cruz Latina Breast Cancer Foundation, she developed a support program at San Francisco General Hospital’s Breast Clinic for newly diagnosed Latinas, and an in-home support program for Latinas in the terminal phase of their illness. 

· Karen Pierce – Ms. Pierce is the Executive Director of the Bayview Hunters Point Health and Environmental Assessment Task Force.  She will address the impact that environmental contaminants have had on the health of the Bayview Hunter’s Point community, a predominantly African-American community.

III. The Science:  the State of the Evidence

· Philip Randolph Lee, MD – Dr. Lee is professor emeritus at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF).  He served as the Assistant Secretary for Health and Human Services under President Clinton and the Assistant Secretary for Health and Scientific Affairs under President Johnson.  He will introduce "State of the Evidence:  What is the Connection Between Chemicals and Breast Cancer?", a paper co-copyrighted by The Breast Cancer Fund and Breast Cancer Action.

· Richard J. Jackson, MD, MPH -- Dr. Jackson is director of the National Center for Environmental Health at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  He will discuss environmental health, how environmental toxins collect in our bodies, and why measuring the levels of these toxins is an important project.

· Kim Hooper, MD – Dr. Hooper is a scientist working in the Hazardous Materials Laboratory within the Department of Toxic Substances Control, California Environmental Protection Agency.  He will discuss the links between diseases and the levels of chemicals in the body.

IV. Next Steps:  Business/Science/Advocacy/Public Policy
· Gary Erickson – Mr. Erickson is the co-founder and CEO of one of the fastest-growing private companies in the nation, Clif Bar, Inc.  Mr. Erickson will discuss the importance of corporate commitments to sustainability and health.

· Amy Kyle, PhD, MPH (representing Patricia Buffler, PhD, MPH).  Dr. Buffler is the former Dean of the School of Public Health at University of California Berkeley.  She has received a grant from the CDC to develop a conference with scientists and activists to create the research agenda on breast cancer and the environment that most responds to community needs. 


· Barbara Brenner – Ms. Brenner is the Executive Director of Breast Cancer Action and will talk about the work of various breast cancer activist groups who advocate for change in the way breast cancer is perceived and treated.


· Jeanne Rizzo – Ms. Rizzo is the Executive Director of The Breast Cancer Fund.  She will testify in regard to why The Breast Cancer Fund is focusing on environmental health and the need to act on the evidence and reduce cancer-causing chemicals in our environment.

V. Public Comment
