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HEADLINE: Candies pulled from shelves because of lead, choking hazards

DATELINE: LONG BEACH, Calif.

BODY:
Health officials in Long Beach have removed the Mexican-made candy from shelves because it contains dangerous levels of lead, while federal officials warned of an Asian-made candy that poses a choking hazard.

The Long Beach Health and Human Services Department removed Tama Roca candy from 30 markets. The soft, dark brown candy comes in individual pieces or on a stick.

"To find lead in a candy product is alarming," department director Ron Arias said Friday. "It's a hazard more usually found in paint. It has severe consequences."

Lead exposure can hamper brain development in children and is linked to other health problems in children and adults.

Also Friday, Hanmi Inc. and Hocean Inc., both of California, and New York-based Mon Chong Loong Trading Corp. recalled their brands of conjac jelly candy, also known as konjac, konnyakku or yam flour. There have been at least 18 recalls of the brightly colored gel candies, sold by myriad small companies under dozens of brand names.

Six American children have choked to death from the sticky candies, which come in mouth-sized servings, often with a piece of fruit embedded inside. The fruit does not readily dissolve, and rescue workers have reported being unable to dislodge the sticky gel from the throats of choking children.

Recalled Friday were:

-Hanmi's Conjac Coconut Jelly.

-Hocean's Jelly Cups, also sold under the names Great Western Foods, New Choice and Fuji.

-Mon Chong Loong's My Love brand, lychee flavor.

The Food and Drug Administration said people should not eat the candy but return it to the place of purchase for a refund.

---

On the Net:

FDA Konjac Candy Recalls: http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmrecalls/topics/konjac.html
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