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HEADLINE: Some shrug off candy warning

BYLINE: Claudia Melendez, Staff

BODY:
Government says some of the treats have harmful levels of lead

The Salinas Californian

Freddy Perez of Salinas stopped by Friday at Maas Accesorios on North Sanborn Road to buy two "rellerindos" and two "Limon 7," Mexican candies he likes.

Perez said he was not concerned by a warning issued last week by the United States Food and Drug Administration that some Mexican candies may contain harmful levels of lead.

"You'd have to eat them all the time" to be harmed, he said. 

The FDA cautioned parents against allowing youngsters to eat chili powder-coated lollipops and tamarind-based pulps, popular items sold in many Salinas-area stores.

At Maas Accesorios on North Sanborn Road, owner Nicolas Chavez offers a wide variety of Mexico- and U.S.-produced candies. But he said it's the Mexican candies his customers most often buy because they usually cost less.

On the store shelf you find a pencil-shaped tamarind dispenser called "Crayon" for 50 cents, an accordion-like bottle of liquid chili-pepper candy, also for 50 cents, lollipops for a quarter and chili powder bags for a nickel, most of them containing at least one ingredient mentioned by the FDA.

"If the candies were really harmful, people in Mexico would be sick all the time," Chavez said.

But health officials say these candies may be contaminated at the time of preparation or storage, and the FDA has warned makers and distributors to lower lead levels in their products.

Last month, the California Department of Health Services pulled from shelves a candy called Chaca-Chaca because each candy was found to have as much as 0.3 to 0.4 micrograms of lead per gram. The FDA recommends that children under age 6 should not consume more than 6.0 micrograms of lead each day.

Contact Claudia S. Melendez at cmelendez@salinas.gannett.com

'If the candies were really harmful, people in Mexico would be sick all the time.'

- Nicolas Chavez,

Salinas store owner

DETAILS

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is recommending that children younger than 6 not eat Mexican candy products such as chili-coated lollipops and tamarind because they may contain high levels of lead.

SCOTT MACDONALD/THE SALINAS CALIFORNIAN

Susan Rimando, supervising environmental health specialist with the Monterey County Health Department, holds a bar of Chaca-Chaca candy that was found to be contaminated with lead. She said the fruit candy's wrapper is responsible for the contamination.
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