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HEADLINE: Tamarind-flavored candy tainted with lead, agency warns

BYLINE: Susan Duerksen; STAFF WRITER

BODY:
The California Health Department warned consumers yesterday to throw away lollipops labeled "Bolirindo," under the brand name Dulmex, because they are contaminated with lead.

The tamarind-flavored candies can cause high blood levels of lead in children, which can lead to lifetime learning disabilities, behavioral problems and neurological damage, according to the warning issued by state Health Director Diana Bonta. 

The Health Department tested the lollipops after they were linked to high blood lead levels in three 2-year-olds, one in Orange County and two in Stanislaus County. The analysis found extremely high amounts of lead in the pigment of the candy's orange-red wrapper, and less in the lollipops stick and the candy itself. Children often lick or chew on the wrappers, health officials said.

The Health Department has stopped shipments of the candy from the only known California distributor, but there are many other small distributors, said department spokeswoman Norma Arceo. She said consumers who see the product in stores should talk to the store owner about removing it or call a state hotline, (800) 495-3232.

"We're trying to get these candies out of the market," Arceo said. "We definitely need everybody's help."

The candy manufacturer, based in Jalisco, Mexico, is cooperating with the Health Department's continuing investigation into whether any of its other products also are contaminated, she said.

The Bolirindo lollipop is a soft, dark brown, tamarind-fruit candy on a white or orange-striped stick. Parents who are concerned their children may have eaten the candy can ask a doctor for a blood test to determine lead level or contact the local public health department.

The state Health Department has issued similar warnings about lead contamination in the wrappings of other candy produced in Mexico, most recently in 1994 and 1997.
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