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On April 30, 1997, while employed as a Special Agent with the California Department of Justice, Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement, Los Angeles Methamphetamine Task Force.  I was assigned to a small team, which conducted a covert reconnaissance and surveillance of a suspected clandestine Methamphetamine laboratory, located in a remote north Los Angeles County, mountain region known as “Tick Canyon.”

As a state narcotics agent with over fourteen years of law enforcement experience, I always thought if I was ever going to be seriously injured at work, it would have been from a shooting, major car accident or a hazardous chemical exposure from a drug lab.  Never in my wildest dreams could I have imagined the threat an undetected diseased tick, which had infiltrated my camouflaged uniform that night, would pose to my health and life.

Lyme disease has unfolded as a very difficult multistage, multisymptom illness of great complexity and variability.  

This systemic tick-borne disease in its early stages presents itself with intense flu-like symptoms and in approximately half the cases, the appearance of a “bull’s-eye” shaped rash, known as an Erythema Migrans.

If this disease is not initially identified and properly treated, the pathogenic spirochetal bacteria which causes Lyme disease will progress.  By attacking various body systems such as the neurological and musculoskeletal systems and/or degeneration of major joints, along with possible brain and heart abnormalities.

In my case I suffered from a several year battle, of crippling neurological and musculoskeletal system difficulties, which led to a service related medical retirement.

However, I consider myself one of the lucky ones.  The leadership within the Department of Justice and the Attorney General’s Office never wavered in their support during these difficult times.  My very expensive medical needs were met and after long term intensive IV and oral antibiotic treatments, along with other supportive treatments, I have gained some semblance of my old life back. 

As a result of the passage of SB 1115, (Chesbro, Lyme disease advisory committee and information service).  I was appointed to the DHS-Lyme Disease Advisory Committee, which among other things, provides general Lyme disease information to aid Californians in the prevention and detection of this illness.

This is accomplished by the various disciplines representing community support groups, physician and scientific specialist, along with DHS vector-borne disease representatives.

Although all aspects of the committee may not be perfect, it offers an important voice for the free flow of information from government  to its citizens and citizens to their government.

Part of the successes of the Committee have been:

· The completion of “Lyme Disease in California” brochure

· Warning bulletins for possible epidemic areas

· Continued updating of DHS Lyme disease/tick-borne informational web-site

· Annual informational new releases

· Physician education questionnaire

· General tick-borne prevention activities

In the future the state should take a active role in adapting  more efficient reporting and tracking methods, by integrating laboratory results into its current tracking system. 


In closing, I would like to thank this committee for acknowledging and addressing the complex issues associated with this disease. 
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