UC’s Program in Medical Education (PRIME)

A crucial mission of the University of California is to educate highly qualified physicians to serve California’s diverse populations.  UC plans to launch an innovative series of new programs at each of its 5 medical schools to train physician-leaders to meet the needs of California’s increasingly diverse population.  The programs will focus on medically underserved groups and communities throughout the state, and will include emphasis on disparities in health status, cultural competence, and clinical clerkships in settings serving patients from diverse backgrounds (see below).  Once fully implemented, new enrollment in PRIME systemwide will be equivalent adding a new medical school to UC.

These programs are known collectively as Programs In Medical Education (PRIME) and will be developed at four medical campuses within the next three years. PRIME students will complete extra course work, usually resulting in a dual MD/MS degree. The extra course work will be focused on some aspect of service to an underserved population: either the direct provision of services or research regarding the causes or solutions of the health care disparities suffered by the population in question. 

UC Irvine’s PRIME-LC launched in 2004, is the pilot program for this systemwide initiative, focusing on the needs of the Latino/Hispanic community in Southern California  (see box at right).
UC San Diego’s PRIME-HD (Health Disparities) will focus on health disparities of Californians living in the Mexican border regions and inland Southern California rural communities of the Imperial Valley. Some students will focus attention on health disparities of urban populations in San Diego as well. PRIME HD is in its initial planning phases and is looking to admit students as early as late 2005 to begin study in the fall of 2006. 
UC San Francisco’s PRIME-US (Urban Underserved) will be conducted jointly by the UCSF and UCSF-UCB joint medical program. These students will focus on urban underserved populations in the San Francisco-Oakland Bay area, and in Fresno and the Central Valley, with a special focus on migrant agricultural workers and the large and growing South East Asian population (principally Hmong). Through the School of Public Health at UC Berkeley, PRIME US students will gain specific additional training in population based health and disease prevention science as they relate to underserved and disenfranchised Californians. Initial enrollments are anticipated for as early as 2006 (perhaps a partial class at Berkeley) or 2007.
UC Davis’s PRIME-RC (Rural California) will target population rural Californians, from the Northern Central Valley to extreme Northern and North Eastern California. PRIME RC will build on UC Davis’ strong history of primary care and quality health services to suburban and Central Valley residents, and will expand and refine UCD’s telemedicine programs serving remote rural areas of the state including inland Northern California and the Sierra Nevada. 

UCLA PRIME will likely be the final PRIME initiative and will be a refinement and possible outgrowth of the UCLA-Drew medical education program and the UCLA-UC Riverside Medical education program. Both of these programs are currently undergoing a variety of changes, so new enrollment is not anticipated before fall of 2007 or 2008. 
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SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF UC IRVINE’S PRIME-LC INCLUDE:


Language, cultural immersion and clinical experiences obtained both in Mexico and the U.S. 


Epidemiology and Biostatistics of diseases with high incidence and prevalence in Latinos 


Specialized Patient-Doctor clinical courses, early clinical experiences in Latino communities and tailored problem-based learning (PBL) 


Core clinical clerkships and additional PBL groups focused on the Latino culture, social structure, demography, immigration, and health beliefs and practices 


Tailored Master’s-level courses taught by UCI Social Ecology’s Department of Environmental Analysis and Design and the multidisciplinary Chicano/Latino Studies Program


Medical electives in U.S. Latino communities and Latin America


Thesis project coupled with field studies on Latino health disparities, public health or health care policy 


Program graduates will receive special consideration for residencies in family medicine, pediatrics, internal medicine, emergency medicine and psychiatry at UCI Medical Center if they choose to remain at UCI.





After their residencies, UCI will help PRIME-LC trained physicians find employment in leadership roles in health care community institutions.





PRIME-LC graduates will be encouraged to pursue academic and advocacy roles that will impact Latino health care delivery services and public health and policy, as well as build upon the existing body of knowledge.  





PRIME-LC’s advisory board includes Latino community leaders & physicians, and Chicano/Latino Studies and Social Ecology faculty are involved as instructors and thesis advisors. 











