International Summit on Breast Cancer and the Environment:  Research Needs

May 22 - 25, 2002

Chaminade, Santa Cruz, California

Recommendations from the Summit:

Recommendations were made in three categories: research, including approaches, methods and needs, community education and communication and health policy.

Summit recommendations regarding Research Approaches:

· Emphasize the value of community-based participatory research (Community Based Participatory Research.)

· Include the community as partners in the research planning, implementation and analysis.

· Fund more studies in high incidence areas.

· Develop capacity in the community and use researchers who are part of the affected communities.

· Incorporate community review into funding decision-making.

· Support multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary approaches.

· Reallocate funding to address the relationship between environmental factors and breast cancer, including funding for Community Based Participatory Research and other forms of collaborative research.

Summit Recommendations regarding Research Methods:

· Improve exposure assessment in population studies.

· Develop better biomarkers for exposure, disease and susceptibility.

· Fund and conduct more cohort and collaborative studies.

Summit Recommendations Regarding Research Needs:

· Study the interplay between the timing of exposures, and chronic exposures.

· Link cancer registries to data from occupational records.

· Design and implement large multi-center epidemiological studies to look at international differences in breast cancer rates and environmental exposure and to look at gene-environment interactions.

· Determine how the estrogen receptor status of tumors (ER+/_) is related to causes of breast cancer.

· Consider all ages in research related to breast cancer.

Summit Recommendations Regarding Education and Communication:

· Improve communication among scientists, advocates, providers, and community members.

· Communicate risk factors more effectively to diverse communities.

· Encourage a national dialogue regarding cancer as a human rights issue, including information on the right to clean air, clean water, etc.

· Conduct briefings of Congress and state legislators on cancer incidence, the research process, and the limitations of science.

Summit Recommendations Regarding Policy:

· Establish a national biomonitoring program to track exposures using breast milk and other biospecimens as markers of community exposures..

· Integrate a public health/prevention oriented philosophy consistent with the precautionary principle into policy decisions.

· Reduce chemical exposures.

· Require full disclosure by industry of compounds in complex products, as well as their toxicological effects.

· Provide sufficient funding for governmental review of the United States’ nuclear weapons policies and new nuclear power plants.

· Eliminate passive smoking exposures nationwide.

· Address radiation use in medicine by health professionals including better information for patients and access to improved technology.

· Require conflicts of interest be disclosed, reduced and/or eliminated in partnerships between government agencies and other groups.

· Address and integrate environmental justice issues into breast cancer related policies.

