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AGENDA

I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Senator Deborah Ortiz, Chair
II. SPEAKERS
· Dr. Irving L. Weissman, Chair, Panel on Scientific and Medical Aspects of Human Cloning, The National Academy of Sciences and Professor, Stanford University School of Medicine

Dr. Weissman is a pre-eminent scholar in the field of stem cell research.  He recently testified before the U.S. Senate on the issue of stem cell research.  Dr. Weissman will brief the Committee on the status of stem cell research, recent scientific discoveries relating to stem cells, the potential of this research and the reasons why many scientists argue that stem cell research will revolutionize medicine. 
· Professor Henry T. Greely, Stanford University Law School, Co-director, Stanford Program on Genomics, Ethics, and Society, Ethics chair, North American Committee, Human Genome Diversity Project and key member of the California Advisory Committee on Human Cloning

Professor Greely is a bioethicist and a nationally renowned legal scholar on genetic issues including stem cell research.  He will brief the committee on legal issues associated with stem cell research, and the rationale behind the California Advisory Committee on Human Cloning’s recommendation that non-reproductive cloning be allowed but regulated in California.

· Dr. Paul Berg, Professor Emeritus of Cancer Research, Nobel Laureate and Chair of the National Institutes of Health, Human Genome Project Scientific Advisory Committee

Dr. Berg gained early recognition and influence when he delineated the key steps in which DNA produces proteins in the 1950s.  He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1980 for his work with DNA.  In the mid-1970s, when the National Academy of Sciences asked Berg to explore the safety of recombinant DNA technology, he responded with the historic "Berg letter," which called for a moratorium on recombinant DNA research until safety issues could be addressed.  He was one of the key organizers of a gathering of a hundred leading scientists that led to the National Institutes of Health guidelines on recombinant DNA, which were a milestone of responsible self-regulation in science.  Dr. Berg will discuss the impact of federal policy on realizing the potential of stem cell research, the potential of this research and will draw on lessons learned through recombinant DNA work that may be applicable to stem cell research.
· Dr. Hans Keirstead, Professor, Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, University of California at Irvine, College of Medicine and Neurobiologist, Reeve-Irvine Research Center 

Dr. Keirstead is one the nation’s pioneers in the use of human embryonic stem cells in the study of spinal chord injuries.  A neurobiologist at the Reeve-Irvine Research, Dr. Keirstead studies whether stem cells can restore some movement in paralyzed rodents, shedding light on possible treatments for the 500,000 Americans with spinal chord related disabilities.  Dr. Keirstead will brief the Committee on the status of stem cell research and possible applications of this research. 

· Dr. David Gollaher, President and CEO, California Healthcare Institute

Dr. Gollaher is the President and CEO of the California Healthcare Institute, a statewide non-profit public policy research and advocacy organization working to create a favorable climate for scientific discovery and medical innovation.  CHI’s more than 200 members include leaders from the biotechnology, pharmaceutical, medical devices and academic research institutions.  Dr. Gallaher will address the impact of federal policies on realizing the potential of stem cell research and what California might do to support the development of this promising science.
· Dr. Bert Lubin, Director of Research, Children’s Hospital Oakland
Throughout his career in medicine, Dr. Lubin has directed his energies to fostering biomedical research and has been involved in a number of clinical and basic research projects.  His primary research interest has been in sickle cell disease.  He developed a Sickle Cell Screening, Counseling, and Education Program at Children’s Hospital Oakland (CHO), and started with a UCSF colleague the Northern California Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center.  Dr. Lubin will brief the Committee on the potential clinical applications of stem cell research and the need for therapies ensuing from this research.
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