STATE STEM CELL RESEARCH AND HUMAN CLONING ACTIVITIES

Stem cell research and human cloning has been the subject of significant attention at the federal level and in state legislatures across the country.  Since 1997, six states have adopted laws pertaining to the use of human cloning. Twenty six states enforce various laws that govern embryonic and fetal research. 

State human cloning laws:
· California, Louisiana, Michigan, Rhode Island and Virginia prohibit human reproductive cloning.  Laws that prohibit human cloning in three of these states are set to expire in 2003.

· Michigan extends its restriction to ban the creation of human embryos via cloning techniques regardless of the intended use.

· Missouri prohibits the use of public funds for human cloning research.

State embryonic and fetal research laws:
· Arizona, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota and Wyoming prohibit research on human embryos obtained from aborted embryos and/or sources other than abortion. 

· Minnesota allows research on embryos frozen over 265 days.

Current state legislation on stem cell research and cloning:

· California, Hawaii, Indiana, Iowa, Mississippi, Virginia and Wisconsin are considering legislation on stem cell or embryonic research.

· Indiana, Mississippi and Virginia are considering various proposals that prohibit public funding for human embryonic stem cell research.  Iowa is considering a ban on all forms of cloning including therapeutic cloning.  Wisconsin is also considering a prohibition or significant restrictions of human embryonic stem cell research.

· Hawaii is considering legislation that funds mouse stem cell research.

· Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee and Wisconsin are considering human cloning legislation.  Most of this legislation restricts allowable human cloning practices.

State funding for stem cell research:

· Senate Health and Human Services Committee staff, staff at the National Conference of State Legislatures and staff at the California Senate Office of Research have not been able to identify a single state that funds embryonic or adult stem cell research.

· Maryland, a state with a large number of genetics research companies considered likely to fund this research, definitely does not provide public funding for embryonic stem cell research.  Vermont, Arizona and New Jersey do not fund stem cell research.

