California
\ Health Care
Foundation

Health Coverage, Access, and
Affordability Amid Federal Instability

Assembly and Senate Health Informational Hearing

Kristof Stremikis

Director, Market Analysis and Insight

March 10, 2026




Health Care Costs Causing Economic Hardship for
Large Majority of Californians
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Source: CHCF 2026 California Health Policy Survey, available at https://www.chcforg/resource/2026-california-health-policy-survey/
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Health Care Affordability is Californians’ Top Policy
Priority for the Legislature and Governor in 2026
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Source: CHCF 2026 California Health Policy Survey, available at https://www.chcforg/resource/2026-california-health-policy-survey/
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System-Level Drivers of the Affordability Crisis
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Source: CHCEF, The 25% Problem: Why Health Care is So Expensive, available at
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