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AGENDA

I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Senator Deborah Ortiz, Chair

Assemblyman Juan Vargas
Other members present

II. FORMAL TESTIMONY FROM WITNESSES
Dean Blumberg, M.D., Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, U.C. Davis School of Medicine;

Chair, State Immunization Advisory Board

Barbara Loe Fisher, Co-Founder and President, National Vaccine Information Center

Philip Rosenthal, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics & Surgery; Medical Director, Pediatric Liver Transplant Program; Director, Pediatric Hepatology, University of California, San Francisco

Gary Gitnick, M.D., F.A.C.G., Chief, Division of Digestive Diseases, 
U.C.L.A. School of Medicine; Vice-President, Medical Board of California

Thomas Prendergast, M.D., M.P.H., Public Health Officer, San Bernardino County; Chair, Epidemiology and Disease Control Committee

California Conference of Local Health Officers

Patricia Samuelson, M.D., Medical Director, Sacramento Urban Indian Health Project, Inc.

Alan Shaw, Ph.D., Executive Director, Virus and Cell Biology, Merck Research Laboratories

Colleen Smethers, CRNP, Director, Progress in Medicine Foundation

Natalie Smith, M.D., Chief, Immunization Branch, California Department of Health Services; Member, Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices

III. SINGLE PANEL DISCUSSION (WITH ALL WITNESSES)
General Vaccine Policy-making:

1. What vaccines are currently mandated for school entry?  When, and based on what, were they mandated?

2. How do the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Academy of Family Practice develop their recommendations on immunization practices?

3. Do these organizations ever make recommendations regarding school mandates, or only medical practice (i.e., what should be routine care)?

4. Do the Department of Health Services and county health departments have legal authority to mandate vaccines statewide or in particular counties?  If so, do they ever exercise this authority?  If not, for what reasons?

5. What is the role of the State Immunization Advisory Board?  What are its responsibilities?

6. What can and/or should California do about vaccine shortages?

School Mandates vs. Voluntary:

1. How do mandates affect vaccination rates?

2. What type and quality of evaluation/assessment system does California have to verify the effectiveness of school mandates?

3. Who gets vaccinated and who does not in the absence of a mandate?

4. How can we get accurate direct cost estimates on mandating vaccines?

5. How can we get cost-benefit analyses on vaccine mandates?

6. How do other states implement mandates and handle exemptions?

7. How (based on what) should the Legislature decide when to use school mandates?

8. Do parents and schools know about and understand the “opt out” provision in the law?  If not, what should be done about that (if anything)?

Vaccine Safety:

1. How does the Food and Drug Administration license vaccines, thereby making them available to children?

2. How does the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program work?  What are its strengths and weaknesses?

3. How does the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS) work?  What are its strengths and weaknesses?

4. What is the scientific basis for safety concerns?

5. What evidence is there that too many vaccines will be unsafe for children?  What evidence is there to the contrary?

6. What should the Legislature and public health community do about public concerns regarding too many vaccines?

Current Issues:

Hepatitis A:

1. What are the reasons that California should make this vaccine mandatory for school entrance given that the vaccine is available, being used regularly and voluntarily, and hepatitis A rates are at an all-time low in California?

2. Who is not getting vaccinated because of the absence of a school mandate?

3. In what parts of the state are rates high, where are they low, and for what reasons?

4. In communities/counties where rates are high, are people being educated on how to prevent the spread of the disease?  If so, is that not enough?  If not, should the Legislature and/or public health community do more?

5. Are children not better off contracting mild diseases such as hepatitis A or chicken pox, thereby developing life-long immunity?


Pneumococcal infection in young children:

1. Is Prevnar being marketed for ear infections or other conditions for which it has not been licensed?

2. What risks are associated with Prevnar?

3. Should the Legislature be concerned with the cost of this vaccine (or any other) in considering a mandate?

4. Should the Legislature be concerned with the current shortage of this vaccine (or any other) in considering a mandate?

Meningitis in teens/young adults:

1. The fatalities from meningococcal meningitis last year in the Sacramento area led to significant public concern, yet we were told that there was no evidence of an epidemic or even an outbreak.  What could be done in the future to avoid so much public fear?  

2. Is there more we should be doing to prevent the spread of meningococcal meningitis?

3. What is the progress/status of the Department’s strategic plan on meningitis, as per SB 212 (Oller, 2001)?

4. What vaccine(s) is used to immunize against this disease?  What are the risks of the vaccine(s)?

5. Is the meningitis vaccine only effective for approximately five years?

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT
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